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A State of the Five and Thirty Millions 
mention d in the Report of a Committee 
of the Houſe of Commons. 8 


think they bad been ęluader'd of Thirty five Millions, I believ'd for ſometime, it u as need - 
lels to dilprove this Report, which 1 thought was unlikely to laſt: but being till aſſur d, 
that the fame Rumour continues, I have at length reſolv'd to enq ite into the Grounds 
and Realcrs of it. Yet before I enter upon this Examination, I canret help declaring how 
much I am ſ:rpriz'd. Tt at ſuch wild Reports ſhou'd find credit in the Kingdom. I am ſenſible, 
the Frinting the Votes has been now ſo long in uſe, that the People do not only claim, as their Right 
| and Priviledge, to have a daily Account of the Proceedings of the Houſe of Commons; but they 
think they are competent Judges of whatever is tranſacted by their Repreſentatives. And they 
cor ctive tnemſelves ii fficiently entitled to debate and reaſon, to cenſure or « all Things 
and Persons that at any time come before the Parliament. I am alſo ſenſible, that he who 
has but read the Votes, takes upon him to determine as peremptorily as if he were fully in- 
_ form'd, not enly of the Facts, but of all the Reaſons and Moti ves that induc d the Houſe to come 
to ſuch Reſolutions. Nor am I ignorant what ſtrange Conc lu ſions are often drawn from tence, 
and what grois Miſtakes paſs upon the World. This muſt needs be evident to every Man that 
hears the common Notions and Opinions which we find are generally receiv d; and which 
wou d appear to us moſt unaccountable, if we were not de:ermin'd wiltully or ignorantly, to 
: eſpouſe and maintain whatever is thought neceſſary for the Support of a Party, | 
But ſo notorious an Inſtance of ti is I never met with, as in the preſent caſe; finceI am told 
that in every Coffee houſe and Ale-houſe in ſome Countries, I may hear it with confidence aſſert 
| ed, and find it too generally believ'd, that Thirty five Millions were [off to the — Cong late 
Adminiſtration. And it I ſhou d argue the matter with theſe People, and endeavour to the 
Falſhocd or Abſurdity of ſuch an Opinion, their Refuge wou'd be to a Vote of the Houſe of 
Commons, That at beſt there are Thirty five Millions not accounted for : And for this they wou'd be 
very poſitive they have tte Authority of Parliament. | . 3 
This being the Fact, as it is repreſented, I can no longer forbear to explain the whole Matter. 
with the utmoſt Care and Impartiality. For to wreſt the meaning of à here beyond what the 
Words do naturally import, or to put Conſtructions upon them, which t is impoſſible to ſuppoſe 
the Houſe of Commons cou d intend; ſeems to me to be the higheſt Preſumption. And there 
| fore in juſtice to the preſent Parliament, as well as to thoſe concern d in this Reſolution, I will en- 
deavour to ſet it in truelight, and to clear it from the Miſtakes and Miſrepreſentations, which 
have been made concerning it, thro the Ignorance of ſome, and I wiſh I cou d not add, thro'the 
| | Malice and Induſtry of others, . : < 1 
8 In order to this, it will be neceſſary to ſtate and explain the Vue upon which theſe Suggeſtions 
| are grounded, and the Report from the Committee to whom it wes refer d 10 enquire, How far the ſeveral 
Impreſt Accounts bad paſt d their Accounts: And afterwards I will give an Abſtract of the ſeveral 
Particulars, with ſome Obſervations upon the whole. 2 15 4 
The Vote of the Houſe of Commons was, *© That it appears to this Houſe, that of the Monies 
< granted by Parliament, and iſſued for the Publick Service to Chriſtmas 1710. there are Thirty fve 
© Millions, Three Hundred and Two Thou(end One * Eighteen Shilling and es 
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A I Was long firce inform'd, That in many parts of the Country, our People were taught to 


(33 
& Pence, for a great part whereof no Accounts have been laid before tlie Auditors, and the reſt 
« not proſecuted by the Accountants and finiſhed.”. 3 
kirſt then it is oblervab!e, That a time is expreſs d when the Accounts in queſtion did determine, 
which was at Chriſtmas 7 10. And tho' no Accountant is oblig' d by the Courte of the Ex- 
chequer to render his Account under fi teen Months, nor ſome under eighteen, yet this Vote 
takes in all Accounts to the firſt meeting of the Committee Bur there is no mention made from 
what period of time they did co:nmence ; which the Houſe of Commons wou'd not have omitted, 
if they could have ſuppos'd that ſo unreaſonable a Conſtruction won d have been made of their 
Vote, as to charge the Whole upon the late Miniſtry. To have been particular in every reſpect, 
was too much tor the compais of a Vote: We muſt therefore upon this occaſion hive recourſe 
to the Repert above-mention'd; and there we ſhall find, thit Lord Falklant's Account begins in 
December 163:, anden's in March 16889. Lord Ranelzgh, tis very well known, was Pay- maſter 
of the Forces during the whole late Reign, Sir Thomas Litteſton Treaſurer of the Navy for about 
three years before the Queen's Acc-{lioa to the Crown ; and the Accounts of Captain Atkinſon 
and others, Commiſſioners of Tranſportation, during the late War only, amount to near a 
Million of Money. So that here are Accounts from King Carles s, King Famzs's, and King Williams 


this general Account: And this, L am told, is by many thouſands of People without doors im- 
puted to the late Miniſtry ; tho' the Houſe of C was [9 juit and careful to print the Report, 
that all Men, if they p:eis'd, might be clearly and tully intorm d of the tru: State of this 
ſtion. FO On. 5 | 5 | 
« the next place tis to be obſerv'd, that the Vote aſſerts no more, than thit for à great part 
of Thirty five Millions, Toree Hun lrel an Two Thouſani, On? Hunlrel an Seven Pounls, Eighteen 
Shillings an Nine Pence, no Account has been ail before the Aulitors, without diſtinguiſhing what 
that Great Part was; which makes it neceſſary to inqure how much that Great Part amounts 
to. | | 
But I muſt firſt take notice of a material Diſtinction, which it will be neceſſary to carry along 
with me thro this whole E quiry, between Renlering and Paſſing Accounts, An Accountanc 
ſhou'd be always ready to render an Account of al: Publick Money by him receiv'd, and to 
ſh:w to what Ules it has been expenled ; that thoſe who hive the Cale and Inipection of ſuch 
matters, may be fatisfy'd thit the Money has been duly apply d to the proper Services. And it 


is in the power of every Accoun'ant ſo far to Renſer an Account of what Money has been 


iiſued to him, as to prepare and /ay bis Accounts before the Auditors in a reafunable time; tho' 
from the Nature of ſome Services tis utter ly impoiſible to do it within the time limited and 
requir'd by the Courſe of the Exchequer. And when Accounts are thus Renler d, and Vouchers 
tor particular Sum deliver d to the Auditor, without which Accounts cannot properly be 


Diſtribution and Expence of every particular Sum, tho the Accounts are not actually paſt 4: 
which then ſeems chiefly neceſſary for the Intereſt and Security ot the Accountant. But tho' he 
be ſenſihle of this, and defirous to Paſs his Accounts, yet it is not always in his power to get 
over the Difficulties and Delays which he meet, with for want of Form only: the common 
Courſe actice of Payments in ſeveral Offices being inconſiſtent wich the Rules and M2- 
thods eſtabliſh'd in the Exchequer for Peſſing Accounts, Several Inſtances of this I ſhall give 
vou before I conclude, but what I have laid is at preſent ſufficient to make good the Diſtinction 
| between Paſſing and Ren. lering Accaunti. And this Diſtinction the Houſe of Commons hid very 

clearly in their View, when they ſaid, For 4 Gren Part whereof no A. cauntf h. been Jai before the 
Auditors : by which they manifeſtly fix the blame upon Accounts not being Ren ler 4, or, which 
15 the lame thing, not [ail before the Auliio/ . Tk 

I come cherefore now to conſider how much of the Thirty f ue Millions bas nat, in this ſenſe. 
been accounted for, And tho tis ſaid in the Country, that the Whole is un-accounted for; tis al- 
molt ridiculous to endeavour to diſprove that, unleſs one cou d ſuppoſe that 4 Great Part cin 
be by any body underſtood to mean the pole. Bur how much this Great Part, tor which no 
Account has been Render d, amounts to, may eaſily be found by any Perton that will give 
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Reign, in the principal Branches of Expence in all the Revenue, brougnt in to make up and [well 
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ſaid to be laid before him; the Publick is in a great meaſure ſecur d by ſeeing and knowing the 


biml#!f the trouble o look into 1h Reus; where he will Le that the Committee from Cerrifi- © 
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cates of the Auditors of the Impreſts have ſtated the Accounts of the ſeveral Accountants: here- 
in mention d, under the Heads of Charge, Diſcharge, and Remains to be accounted for. The Charge 
contains the whole Charge of all Montes receiv'd by the Accountants out of the Exchequer or 
otherwiſe : The Diſcharge, as well Accounts that lay before the Aulitors, as Accounts afually afid; fol 
and a Ballance is then ſtated at the foot of each Account: which Ballance being added al roge- 
ther, amount to but Seven Millian:, Five Hundred fifty ſeen Tbeuſan l, five Hun.lred and Thirteen 
Pounds, Two Shilling an Eight Pence. 

What then can be more unaccountable, than the common Error which People have entertain'd 
of this Matter > The Houſe of Commons has been careful to ſet it in a true Light, by publiſhing 
the particular State of the Whole, and ſetting down in expreſs Words, how much under each 

L Head remains to be accounted for; which wanted no skill but common Addition for any Man to be 

| inform'd of: And yet the Country is amus d and impos d upon, by a groundleſs Noiſe of Thirty 
Five Millions not accounte | for, in direct Contradiction to a Report publiſh d by O. der and Autho- 
rity ot the Houſe ot Commors Fs . 8 

By what I have now ſhewn, it appears, That of the Thirty Five Millions, &c. there ought no leſs 
to be ſtruck off, than Twenty Seven Millions, Seuen Hun lred Forty Four Thouſand, Five lred Ninety 
Four Pounds. Sixteen Shilling and 4 Penny: which already reduces that immenſe Sum, to Seven Aſillions 

and a Half. &c. as is betore mention d. This laſt Sum is all that remains to be accounted for, I 
mean, al: for which no Account had been rend-r'd at Chriſtmzzs, 1710. But then it muſt be admit 
ted, that all the Accounts are not actually paſt d for the other Part, tho' they have been duly ren- 
der'd. It will therefore now be neceſſary to inquire into the Reaſons and Allegations that have 
hirder'd or delay d the Paſſing ſeveral of them, and how tar thoſe Reaſons can be Juſtify'd. 

I will not take upon me to affi m, That all the Accountants have been as expeditious as they 
poſſibly might have been, in paſſing their Accounts: And it may well be thought ſtrange, that 
twenty Years, or indeed half that Time, has not been found ſufficient to finiſh divers of them. 
But as the chief End and View of thoſe who have been moſt induſtrious to infinuate this wrong Con- 
firuction thro the Kingdom, has been to blacken and load the late Miniſtry, it does not ſeem 
neceffary to my preſent Purpoſe, to enquire how far the Officers employ'd in former Reigns have 
diſcharg d their Dutys. If any Irregularities in Payments, or improper Diſtributions of the Pub- 

lick Money. have prevented or delay d the Paſſing thoſe Accounts, there can be no Reaſon that 

| this ſhou'd be charg'd upon the late Adminiſtration. The Accounts of former Reigns are no farther 
to de conſider d, than as a Burden tranſmitted down to ſucceeding Miniſters, who are oblig d from 
time to time, to give ſuch Orders towards the paſſing of them as become neceſſary: And they are 
no farther b 2 than as thoſe Orders ſhall upon Examination be found to be ill. grounded 
or unwarrantable. 

+ Many Inſtances might be given, in which the paſſing of Accounts is only obſtructed ſome 

Irregularities or unneceſſary Delays : And that the Houſe of Commons was ſenfible of 4 ap- 

pears from the Order of Reference. when a Committee was firſt appointed to enquire, How far 

the ſeveral Impreſt Accountants had paſs d their repective Accounts : Wherei- it was directed, That the 

Committee thou'd not only Confder of Metbods for the more effeFual and ſpeedy Compelling Account amt 

ro paſs their Accounts, but likewile, 10 obviate all Irregularities and unneceſſary Delays in the ſame. 

The Houſe of Commons therefore was convinc'd, that ſeveral Difficulties and Obſtractions which 
| a tend the faſſing of Accounts, are not in the Power of the Accountants to remove, but want to 

| be corrected and obviated by the Authority of Parliamerit. And this is ſufficient to prove in gene- 
ral, that it is not aluahs in the Power of an Accountant to paſs his Accounts within the time 

requir d: Therefore the not finiſhing or nat actual paſſing Accounts, is rot to be imputed as a 

Crime, when they only are delay d by the Forms and Niceties of Offices; or for neceſſary Reaſons. 

ariſing from the Nature and Remoteneſs of the Service; or from an Impoſſibil ity of Complying 

with the regular 8 r — A _ 5 

This being premis d, I u iil now confider t ons and Allegations of the ſeveral Ac. 
countants, and how tar they may be juſtify'd. The Report indees fore | rth, That _— 
| principal Accountants, and all that were 14 by the Committee, did offer Reaſons in 

I their own Vindication, the Committee did not think fit to examine them; For that they were not 

crrpower'd by the Houſe ſo to doe, The Reaſons therefore having never been before the Houte, they 
cows 
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cou'd not enter into them; nor could do more than barely tate the Facts. But yet, whoever will 
look into the ſaid Report, will find, That the chief Delays have ariten either, From the want of 
Privy- Seals; Or from the Nuture of the Services perform'd , Or from the Remoteneſs of the Places where 
the Payments were made; Or from the AMethoJ ani Practice of Paying an. Accounting, which is peculiar 
to the Navy-Offic?. 3 

The - » gr” 6y Privy-Seals, has formerly made a great Noiſe in Parliament; and had 
once a Ceniu.e in ſuch ſtrong and general Terms, that I believe it has very much obſtructed the 
obtaining Privy S:als ; And has occafion'd ſuch a Nicety in granting them, as if always infifed 
on, will make the paſſing leveral Accounts utterly impracticable, and furniſh the Accountants 
with an Excuſe that may cover any wilful Delay or Neglect. Tis as needleſs, as it is difficult, to 
mention all the Inſtances where Privy Seals are not warrantable, and ought not to be granted: 
Bur tis certain, that in tome Cales they Ice not only requiſite, but that they ought not in Juſtice 


to be refus'd. Several Diſallowances may be made to an Account in the Exchequer, for want of 


regular Vouchers, when it is evident by Receipts and ſuch other Proofs, as the Service was capable 
of ſupply ing, that the Money was expended to the proper Ules for which it was granted. And 
nothing but a Privy- Seal can ſupply this Defect, which indeed is only a Defect in Form. 

The Rules of the Exchequer are very Antient, and were certainly in their Original well con- 
triv'd for the Service and Security of the Publick ; but it is not to be ſuppos d, that Rules and 
Orders of ſo long a Date, when the Receipts and Iſſues were very much lets, and the Money gen-- 
rally expended within the Kingdom, can be ſtrictly adapted to the Services and Occaſions of the 
preſent Times. The Annual Grants and Expences do to tar exceed any thing known in thoſe 
Days, and are of ſuch infinite Variety, that Caſes muſt every Day ariie, which were unforeſeen, 
and conſequently cuu d not be provided for. And this makes it neceſſary, either to alter, or Næw- 


model the Courſe of the Exchequer, that it may ſuit better with the Incidents of the preſent 


Times; Or, if the Antient Coute is to be prefery'd facted and inviolable, to have a Diicretio- 
nary Power lodg d ſomewhere, that may diſpenſe with the ſtri& Rules, for the Accommodation 
of the Publick Service. This Power is now in the Privy Seal, and ought in Juſtice to be exercis'd : 
but with that Care, and under tuch Checks and Limitations, as may beſt ſecure the Revenue, and 
prevent any Fraud or Loſs to the Publick. A few Inſtances that concern the preſent Queſtion, 
will, I thick, fally clear this Matter. | HH | 

The Payments to foreign P:inces for $ufi.'zes, and to their Troops in Her Majeſty's Service 
for their Pay and Extraordinaries, are always made purſuant to Treaties an Eſtabliſhments. Thoſe be- 
ing the Condi:ions upon which the foreign Forces are ſtipulated for, and taken into the Service, 
the Payments can be made upon no other: And this is likewiſe agreeable to the Grants of Parlia- 
ment, which are always founded upon the Treaties. But the Courſe of the Exchequer requires like- 
wiſe Muſter- Rools, and Signs Manual, for all Payments made by the Pay- of the Forces, 
which in this Caſe cannot be had : And therefore the Accounts for ſuch Payments, always have 
paſ'd, and muſt always pais by Privy-Sea/s. And this happens even in the Service of Handers 
where, tis very well known, the Pay ments have been made with all poſſible Strictneſs and Re- 


hg he that expects the fame Method and Exactneſß in Spain or Portugal, mult be very little ac- 
quainted with the Nature of that Service: For there, a Moyety aimoſt of the Money granted An- 
nually, has been expended for the Pay of foreign Troops, and their Embarkations from j 


the Pay of the King of Spain's own Troops; For the Support of his Houſhold and Civil Lift, w 

every body knowscannot be regularly allow d in an Army Account; For Regiments of Spaniards 
that have been form'd, reduc'd, and perhaps raisd again in the Compaſs of a Year, as the Face of 
Afairs has alter d; And for infinite Contingendies and Extraordin ries of the ar, for which 
no Proviſion cou'd be made but upon Account. And whoever confiders the Nature of theſe Ser. 


vices, the long Marches backwards and forwards of thoſe Armies, the alternate good and . 
ceſs of that War and the Remoteneſs and Diſtance of that Country, which — it — 12 


ſend Orders from hence upon any Emergency, or every new Occafion ; will, I believe, not much 
wonder, that the Accounts of that War are not eafily paſs d. For how is it that Pay- 
ments made in ſuch remote Parts under the Care and DireQtion of different Perſons, and lyable to 
ſo many Accidents and Diſorders, ſhou'd beadjuſted with ſo much Regularity and I: 
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de fo regular and perfect, to enable the Auditor to paſs the Account. 


| affually pe, d 


an the Thirty Five 


s Neceſſary to my preſent Purpoſe; 


even to bis 
Seven Hundred Seventy One Pounds Eight Shillings and Sixpence ; But that upwaris of fix Millions 


| lowances which had been made 10 his Account for want of regular Vouchers, 4 Privy-Seal after a flriũ 


(3) 
fairs of the like Nature here at Home > Or how can it be ſuppox'd, that a great rany of thoſe 
ments, which cou d not be allow'd without the Authority of a Priry- Sea, ſhou'd ever be paſx'd * 
without one > Yet an Account of the Receipts and Payments for that Service, be ſo up, 


as may plainly ſhew, that the Money was apply d to the proper Uſes, tło the Vouchers may not 


Another great Inſtance of the Neceſſity of Prizy-Sea/s, is, The Method of paſſing the Accounts | 


of the Treaſurer of the Navy: upon which the Committee obſerves, ** That tho this is an Ac- 
« count of the greateſt Sums of Money, and of the greateſt Conſequence to the Kingdom; yet it 
« js paſs d in a Method quite different fromany other Account, the ſame being to the Au- 
« ditor in Volumes, ſign d by three Commiſſioners of the Navy, without any Vouchers, which 
« the Auditor is empower d thus to paſs by the Authority of a Privy- Seal. . 
By this time I queſſĩon not, but both the Juftice and Neceſſity of Privy galt appear evident in 
ſome Caſes; and I ſhall only add, That I wou'd not be thought to contend here tor Privy Seals, 
to ſupply the want ot Vouchers, or Receipts for Money, but only to make good any deſect in Form 
or Regularity, occaſiom d by the Nec: flity of the Service, and which by the ſtrict Courſe of the 
Exchequer, could not be allow'd. m N = 
Zut farther, to demonſtrate the Security of the Publick, I muſt obferve, that Privy Seals arene- 
ver granted till the Account, and all the Vouchers — to ſupport it, have undergone the 
ſtricteſt Examination, and the Privy- Seals themſelves have been refer d to the Auditors: W hereby 
the ſame Perſons, in whom, by the Law and Rules of the Exchequer, the Power of Examining 


and juè ging of all Vouchers is lodg'd, have the Re. examination of all ſuch Vouchers, as appear 


irregular or deficient; and if they ſhall be found reatonable to be allow'd upon the Report and 
Opinion of the Auditors, the Warrant goes for directing the Privy-Sea/ to paſs the Account. 
And this furniſhes me with another Argument to ſhew, That the rendering or laying an Account 
before the Auditors, is, in a great Meaſure, the chief Satisfaction that is given to the Publick. Or at 
leaſt, That when the Account with all the Vouchers is laid before the Auditors, the Accountant has 
done all that for ſome time is in his Power to perform. The firſt Examination of the Account, 
the Re-confid it upon the Diſallowances, and all the Forms and Steps thro the ſeveral Of- 
fices that are ary to perfect Accounts of ſuch large Sums, as are now chie fly under Confiderati- 
on, are Works of Time; and moſt certainly make an Accountant very excuſable, that has ren- 
der d his Account, and deliver d in his proper Receipts and Vouchers, altho* his Account be net 


To bring then this Matter to a Concluſion, tis plain, That as Accounts have been rendred for 
Milliens, Acc. except for Seven, &c. So we find by the Report, that the principal 
and ie dy infit on the want ot Privy-Seals for their 2 which be- 
by-the Nature of the Services, and which only cou d them to comply with 


Accou 


came neceſſary 


_ the prefling Occafions of the War. 


It is not my Buſineſs to confider 42 Defences of each Accountant, any farther than 

| t ſome few Obſervations may not n be made 
Ranelagh's Account, as lated by the Committee, we find, That all bis Accdunts; 
final Account lay beforetht Auditors, with 4 Ballance only 10 be accounted for, of One Thoutand 


was depending for want of a Privy-Seal, which is reckon'd into the Thirty Five Millions: 


That of the Diſal- 


Examination had been directed to diſcharge bim of near Four Millicns; and that he was applying to be 
e of the Remainder in the ſame manner ; and that bis final Account waz delay d orly for want 
theſe Privy-Seals. Upon which I ſhall only obſerve, That till it is once policively determin'd 
tor what Diſallowances it is reaſonable to grant him Privy-Seals, and for what not: and till 
ſuch as a e found reaſonable are diſpatchd; it will be impoſhib'e to know what Ballance is really 
due, and ought 2 be charg d upon him at the foot of his Account. And as long as the Privy- 
Seals are ſtop'd for ſuch Allowances as have been judg'd reaſonable, as well as for thoſe which 
have not yet paſs'd Examination; it furniſhes him with a very plauſible Excuſe for not paſſing his 
tinal Account, which muſt wait the Fate and dos preceding, apc bs * 
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In Mr. Byydgers Account as ſtated by the Committee, we find, That bis Accounts were ſo far de 
liver d in, as to leaue at the time of th: firſt Meeting of the Committee. 4 Balance to be accounte! for, 

above Six Millions, but that above Eight Millions were reckon d into: he Tourty Fice, for which the Ac- 
counts were eu ber then fully 4 ljuſte.l, or lay before the Aulucrs; And hat his Accounts delru:r'd in at 
that ume, contain'd his whole A. coum for the Service of Flanders to December 1709, au for the Ser- 
vice in Spain and Portugal :0 December 1707. Bat Tam very credib y intorm'd, That when the 
Report cane from th: Comm: tee, ani this Matter was debated in the Houle, Mr, Brylges in- 
form d them, and very much to their datistaction, That he had farther deliver d in his Accounts 
to t e Auditors, for tie Service in Spain and Portugal, for the Lets 1798, a 1709. By which 
he has rener d an Account of Three Millions Two Hunarel an Twenty Seven Thouſand, Three Hundred 
Seventy Eight Pounds Two Shillings and Sixpence. Which being d-Jucted trom the tormec Sam of 


Six Ailliors, The: Hun lre and Twenty Thouſent and Seven Puunds. Six Shilling and Eleven Pence, 


reduces the Sum to be accounted for, co Tree Millions, Ninety Two Thuu/tn{ Six Hun lrel Twenty Nine 
Nut, Fear Shillings an Five Pence, which is no more than one Meat s Account only, And it 
dis enquir'd how it comes to pals, that in fix Years that Gentlemen has actually paſs d but one 
Account it will be found by the Report, That the Priry- Seil which after due Examins ion, was 
dived by Her Majeſty's Warrant for bis Account ending at Chili mas 1795. was kept back ; and that 
guz a ful! tog, nor only to that, but to his ſubſequent Accounts. Part of which hide bern ſome tim: a ljuſted 
ar rezl; for Dec cr iun, and the reſt deliver d into the Auditors, but none of them can be declar d before 
ahe prece.ling Accounts are paſrd. And that Privy-Se4ls are jult and neceſſiry tor Moneys iſſued to 
the Services of HLAulert, Spain and Portugal, I think is already rovd. Or if a Precedent were 
wanting for it, we find in the Report, Thit Mr. Fox his Pr-decefſor did paſs his Accounts by 
the k ly of {uch Privy Scat. But if it be objected, That M.. — * delivering in his Accounts 
fat the Mezting of the Committee, may rea ſonably be ſuppos d to be occation'd by this very 
Dq r.; I beg any Man ro conſider how it was poſſthle for him to prepare Accounts of that 
Nacur e for a ho Free Millions, of even to tranſcribe them, if they had not before been in the 
greatell forwardnris imagirtible. 3 | e 
I wat be 50+ tedious to enter into all the Particulars, and wou d ſwell this Paper beyond 
ny mc nu Deſ n; F will the: efore men: ion no more but Sir Thomas Little s Account, as it Wat 
ated by $2 Committee : Where we {hall find, Dar (including what was pail over to his Succe ) 
atiout: Eu lien amb. an: Half are reckon'd into th: Thirty Five; for which bis Accounts either lie - 
Tre auirer of the Navy, is Known to be ſo verx voluminous and tedious : and at che fame time, 


Me Auditors. or are under the Examination of the Næuy-Botr. l. But the Method of accounting by 

nis wholt Account is under ſuch. Checks and Regulations, that as it: is impuſſihle tor him to do 
more tiatt remler his. Accounts within the time limited, and the Publiek in the mea while is eſſectu 
Aly ſe aur d; foic would be very unjuſt to blame him for unavoidable Delays. But Lthink id need- 
is to ſay any more upon this. Head; and ſhall only infert a Paragraph out of the Obſervations 
at tha Commiſſ;oners oft NA which Lfind in the Report, very tull to my preſent Purpole, tin 
nee drde: And fire no Man can think it reaſonable that any Treaſurer of the Navy hau d 
have any trouble given him tor not paſſing his Accounts, whilit they are kept open only far 
che Accommodatwa of the Service: Or can there (in our humble Opinion) be any Colo: for 
Hit wnilſt ſuch exact Accounts are kept in this Oihce, as that at any time it may be knou to 
da. benny whit Moneys remain in his hands, which is never conſiderable? the Neceiſities of the 
* Set vice 23d. the Care af this Cfhee, drawing it away as faſt as he receives it, except ing remote 
* Tallies ſomeimes lodg d in his Hands by Orders from the Treatiiry, until they can be mage 

5 * for ane Head or other; of which the hke Account is kept, and. can at- any time 
1 | 

Vince Initances in the great and principal Branches of the Publick Revenue, I hype are ſuf. 
gent to give any Man ic clear a View into the: Nature of Publick. Accounts, that IL need not de. 
dend co any mere Particulics, | 3 

Bat Emult add one thing more in Jullice to the late Miniſtry, That they took care, thro' the 
ve Courle of this War, not only ꝛ0 iſſue the Money for che proper Services: but. Ike wile to 
Pothac ic was Gy apply d to them. Tais appears Ly the Certificates, which were conſtaati/ 
au, and cvory Week or Fortnight delizer'd by the chief Fay malters,, of their reipective Re. 


ceapts 


* 1 # \ % 
* Y 
4 - 
- - * 1 
2 * 


"I 


youu 


ceipts and Payments, and the Remainders in their Hands: So that by this means, the Lord Iveaſu- 
rer was always inform'd what Money had been actually expended, and what ſtill was left to be 
apply d to ſuch Uſes, as the Occa ions of the Government requird. And if it is not to be dou 
but thoſe that bad the Care of the Revenue, were tully inform d of the Nature and of 
all theſe Services, and had ſo far ſren and known the Diſtiibut ion of the Money, as to bedatisfy'd 
in general of the due Application of it, I wou'd be glad to know witch what Reaſon or Juſtice 
they cou'd permit the Rigour of the Law to be executed againſt Accountants, who they had rea- 
fon to believe had not detrauded the Publick, but had done all they cuu'd to paſs their Accounts. 
Beſides, I muſt further oblerve, that the Treaſury is not concern d in the Procels of the Exchequer, - 
more than to grant Warrants for ſtopping tuch Proceſs, when, upon application of the Accoun- 
tants, they ſhall be found juſt and calonable. Tis the proper Buſmeſs and Duty of the Exche- 
quer to compel Accountants to pals their Accounts, and there that ſole Power by Law is lodg d; 
and it is ſo eſtectually provided for, that the Auditors are ahlig d every half. year to return Cer- 
tificates to the Remembrancer of all Accountants: that are in Arrears, and Proceſs is iſſu d in 


courſe againſt them. And if any Accountants, by Memorial or Petition to the Treaſury, "ſets 


torch his Reaſons why his Accounts are not paſsd, and humbly prays.a Warrant to ſtop the Pro- 
_ ceſs, this Memorial is always refer d to the Auditors, and a Warrant is never granted, but upon 
their Report and Opinion of the Cale ; nor is the Proceſs uſually ſtop'd, but till the next Term 


only, and they it iſſues again in courſe, without further Oder. But I know not arty Method - 


of making this matter o plain, as by inſerting here 8 Copy of a Treaſury- Warrant for ftop- 

ping Proceſs; by which, not only the Form, but che Purport and Effect of all ſuch Warrants 

may ny _ be conceiv d. I will inſtance ina Warrant granted to ſtop Procefs, againſt the 
all Rane la . | / ; ; 4 


Her, &c. W'.ereas my very good Lord, Richard Earl! of Ranelagh, hath by 
Y his Memorial, ſet forth, That his Accounts. as late Pay-Maſter of the Forces 
to Chriſtmas, 17014 are paſ#d, and that bis final Account to Chriſtmas, 1702. will 
by ready for Declaration, as ſoon as the Anditors of the Impreſts have made their 
Report as to ſevera! Sums crav'd by his Lordſhip to be a/low'd in the ſaid Atcount, 
and bath therefore pray d that Proceſs againſt bim may be ſtaid. And whereas the 
id Auditors have certifyd me, that his Lordſhip and his Agents have promis'd to 
a divers Queries made h them, relating to ts final Account, by the beginning 
of vert Michaelmas Term, and to proſecnte the ſame till it be paſs'd with all poſſible - 
Diligence. Theſe are to authorize and require you to forbear iſſuing forth any Pra- 
ceſs :againſs the ſaid Earl of Ranelagh, for his ſaid Account, until. the Firſs Day. 
of Michaelmas Term And if any Proceſs be already iſſu d, you are forthwith to 
ſupercede the ſame : But in Caſe tis Loraſpip s Accounts are not paſ#d by that time” 
304 are then to iſſue Proceſs withont further Order: For which this ſhall be hour 
 Warraut. Windſor-Caſtle, the 2d of Augult, 1708. = Wes 


To the Queen's Remembrancer Godolphin 3 
in the Exchequer, or his De- 5 | 
Duty. - | 


By this one Example, every Man may judge of the Nature and Subſtance of all theſe War- 
rants, u hich vary only as the particular Caſes, Circumſtances and Allegations: of the ſeveral 
Accountants may differ, but ate al) grounded upon the ſame Foundations, and pais the lame” 

Steps.ar:d Forms before they are oblam d. . _ 


And 


— 


himſelf the Trouble to- reflet upon what has been | 


— by 
Ship-Books, with the Multiplicity of other Buſineſs, muſt needs hinder that Board from diſpatch- 
ing the Treaſurer's Accounts > And he is therefore ſure to be every half-year certify d by the Au- 
ditors to be in Arrears ? Shou d his Eſtate then have been extended for not having done what he 
was able to perform > Every body knows what vaſt Sums of Money are 
Navy upon impreſt Bills, And 
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